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CONSTITUTION 
 

1. An organization be established in the name of “Gyro Club of Kelowna” 
2. The objectives of the organization are: 

a. The promulgation of friendship between individuals, states, provinces and 
nations; 

b. The cementing of relationships and establishment of co-operation between all 
Gyro Clubs wherever situate; 

c. The awakening and maintenance of interest in public affairs, citizenship, good 
government and civic and community affairs; 

d. The preservation and extension of the principals and ideals of Gyro International; 
e. The raising and expending of funds for club, community and charitable purposes. 

3. The operations of the organization are to be chiefly carried on in the City of Kelowna 
and the surrounding municipalities and districts, Province of British Columbia. 
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BYLAWS 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
These Bylaws were adapted from the incorporated entity, Gyro Club of Kelowna and proposed 
revisions, together with a component from the original Bylaws of 1941. They have been 
reviewed and approved by the Board of Directors. 
 
The intent of these Bylaws is to define the actions of the Gyro Club of Kelowna and its 
members. It is also intended that these bylaws will inspire increased respect, pride, attendance 
and a commitment to our club by the members. 
 
 

1. MEMBERSHIP 
 
1.1. General 

 
From time to time the Board of Directors shall determine and make a recommendation for 
the maximum number of members to be considered for the club. Such recommendation 
must be approved by a majority of not less than 75% of the votes of those Members 
present entitled to vote, in person on the matter. 

 
Membership shall consist of five classes: Active, Honorary, Life, Special Active and Transfer. 

 
 

1.2. Active Membership 
 

1.2.1. Persons proposed for Active membership should possess the following 
qualifications:  

1.2.2. Adult, male, of good character. 
1.2.3. Residing for at least six months within the territorial limits of the Club, before 

nomination. 
1.2.4. Be at least 21 years of age when proposed for membership. 

 
 

1.3. Leave of Absence 
1.3.1. Leave of absence shall be granted to Active Members according to the following 

conditions: 
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1.3.1.1. The Active Member shall apply to the Board of Directors, in writing, 
stating personal, financial or other reasons for requesting a leave of absence. 

1.3.1.2. Leave of absence may be granted by the Board of Directors if the 
circumstances in the Member’s written request warrants such approval. The 
Board of Directors shall notify the membership in the event a leave of 
absence is approved. 

1.3.1.3. Members on a leave of absence shall not have voting privileges or be 
liable for club dues. But they shall pay all dues or expenses incurred by the 
club on their behalf including International and District dues. They shall pay 
the standard rate for any club function which they are able to attend. 

1.3.1.4. Leave of absence shall be granted by the Board of Directors for a term of 
six months with an option to renew the term for a further six months. 

1.3.1.5. A leave of absence shall be granted for a maximum of one year except 
under extraordinary circumstances, as directed by the Board of Directors. 

 
 

1.4. Special Active Membership 
1.4.1. In special circumstances, wherein a Member cannot fulfill the requirements for 

Active Membership because of his occupation which would restrict his attendance, 
the Board of Directors may recommend the Member for Special Active 
Membership provided: 

1.4.2. The Member occasionally attends meetings whenever possible. 
1.4.3. The Member expects to become a regular Active Member. 
1.4.4. The Member pays all applicable dues and fees. 
1.4.5. The Member is a local Member of Parliament, local MLA or has similar travel 

commitments. 
 
 

1.5. Honorary and Life Membership 
1.5.1. The number of Honorary and Life Members shall at no time exceed five in each 

category. 
1.5.2. Any adult male, who is not a Member of the Club, but has distinguished himself 

by outstanding service to the community and/or to the Club, may be proposed as 
an Honorary Member of the Club.  

1.5.3. Any Member of the Club who has distinguished himself by a meritorious service 
to the Club and/or to the community may be proposed as a Life Member. 

1.5.4. Honorary and Life Members shall have no voting privileges, and shall be exempt 
from all dues, and provision as to attendance at meetings. 
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1.6. Transfer Membership 
1.6.1. A Member in good standing in any Gyro Club who has taken up residence in the 

Kelowna District shall, on presentation of a written application to the Board of 
Directors, and on the written recommendation of the Board of Directors from the 
club which he proposes to transfer from, may be admitted as a Transfer Member 
and his name shall be placed as an Active Member of the Club, or on the Club’s 
waiting list, should there be one, for Active Membership, as of the date of his 
application. 

1.6.2. Transfer Members shall be entitled to exercise all rights and privileges and be 
subject to all duties and obligations of Active Members except that they shall not 
hold office until they have been a member of the Gyro Club of Kelowna in good 
standing for six months. They shall not have to pay an initiation fee. 

 
 

2. ELECTION OF MEMBERS 
 
2.1. Active Members 

2.1.1. Any two Members may propose in writing to the Chairman of the Membership 
Committee the name of a prospective Member of the Club. 

2.1.2. The Membership Committee shall make a report to the Board of Directors on 
each name proposed for membership, which report shall state whether in their 
opinion such proposed Member, after investigation of his character, business 
rating and general standing, is a fit and proper person to become a Member of the 
Club. 

2.1.3. The Board of Directors shall, as soon as practical, consider the report and shall 
decide whether or not the name of the proposed Member shall be reported to the 
Club. 

2.1.4. The name shall be reported to the Club by a separate notice sent to each 
Member, at a General Meeting, or at the time of issue of the next “Appleer” (Club 
Bulletin). 

2.1.5. The name reported shall be voted upon by secret ballot at the second regular 
meeting following notification and, if no more than two adverse votes are 
registered, the name of the proposed Member shall be accepted as a member or 
shall be placed on the Club waiting list, should there be one, at the date of his 
proposal. 
 

 
2.2. Honorary and Life Members 

2.2.1. Honorary and Life Memberships shall be approved by a majority of not less than 
75% of the votes of those Members being present and entitled to vote, in person, 
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on the matter, on a resolution of which due notice shall have been given at the 
preceding meeting. 

 
 

3. OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
 

3.1. The Officers of the Club shall consist of a President, First Vice-President, Second Vice-
President, Secretary, Treasurer and the immediate Past President. 

3.1.1. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Board of Directors and the Club 
and supervise the other Officers in the execution of their duties. The President may 
choose to appoint another member of the Board to act as Chairman at the Board 
meetings. 

3.1.2. The Vice-President shall carry out the duties of the President during the 
President’s absence. 

3.1.3. The Second Vice-President shall carry out the duties of the Vice-President during 
the President’s and the Vice-President’s absence. 

3.1.4. The Secretary shall: 
3.1.4.1. conduct the correspondence of the Club and shall receive and deal with 

all incoming correspondence; 
3.1.4.2. issue notices of meetings of the Club and the Directors; 
3.1.4.3. keep minutes of all meetings of the Club and the Directors; 
3.1.4.4. have custody of all records and documents of the Club except those 

required to be kept by the Treasurer; 
3.1.4.5. maintain the register of Members in the Gyro International database and 

communicate with International and District 4 as required.  
3.1.4.6. In the absence of the Secretary from a meeting, the Directors must 

appoint another person to act as Secretary at the meeting. 
 

3.1.5. The Treasurer shall: 
3.1.5.1. Keep the financial records, including books of account 
3.1.5.2. Render financial statements to the Directors, Members and others when 

required. 
3.2. The Board of Directors shall consist of at least two (2) elected Directors from the Active 

Members, and if any District Officer is in the area, he may be invited to attend a Board 
meeting if he is a Member of the Kelowna Gyro Club. 

3.3. Four members of the Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum. 
3.4. The Board of Directors, in addition to any powers vested in them by the Constitution or 

Bylaws, shall be responsible for overseeing the affairs and the functions of the Club. 
They may have to conduct some of the affairs of the Club. They shall prepare and 
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present to the membership all and any issues that the Directors consider required for 
the membership’s input. 

3.5. Any vacancy on the Board of Directors shall be filled by the Board of Directors from the 
Active Members of the Club. 

3.6. There shall be no remuneration paid to Officers or Directors of the Club except under 
authority of a resolution of the Club. 

3.7. The Officers and Directors who cease to be Members shall cease to be Officers and 
Directors. 

3.8. The Members may, by special resolution, remove a Director, before the expiration of 
his term, and may elect a successor to complete the term in office. 

 
 

4. ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
 

4.1. Committees 
 

4.1.1. There shall be in each year a “Nominating Committee” composed of the 
President and the two most recent Past Presidents being still Active Members of 
the Club. The Immediate Past President shall be Chairman of the Committee. In the 
event of any Member of the Committee not being available, the remaining 
Members of the Committee may substitute for the Past Presidents of the Club. 

4.1.2. On or before the fourth week prior to the date of Installation in each year, it 
shall be the duty of the Chairman of the Committee to insert in the “Appleer” and 
at a General Meeting a list of the offices required to be filled for the ensuing year. 

4.1.3. On or before the fourth week prior to Installation in each year, any Active 
Member may nominate any other Active Member for any elective office by filing 
with the Chairman of the Nominating Committee a letter nominating such 
Member, which letter must be endorsed with the consent of the Nominee. 

4.1.4. It shall be the duty of the Nominating Committee to immediately prepare a 
Nomination List covering all elective offices of the Club. They shall place on the 
Nomination List the nominations made by Members and, at their discretion, the 
names of any other Active Members who shall have consented to accept 
nomination. In the event of there being no nominations by Members for an office, 
the Nominating Committee shall obtain the consent of one or more Active 
Members to accept nomination for such office and shall add the name or names to 
the Nomination List. 

4.1.5. At least five days prior to the last meeting prior to the Installation, the Chairman 
of the Nominating Committee shall forward to each Member of the Club a copy of 
the Nomination List. 
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4.1.6. The vote shall be by a secret ballot except in the event that there is only one 
candidate for each position, in which case the election may be held by show of 
hands at the General Meeting prior to the Installation. 

4.1.7. In the event of a tie, the acting President shall vote to break the tie. 
 

4.2. The Board of Directors shall appoint the Chairman and members of all necessary 
committees, or the Board may ask for volunteers to chair and be members of the 
various committees. 

 
4.3. The Board of Directors shall appoint the following standing committees: 

4.3.1. Bylaws 
4.3.2. Membership 
4.3.3. Communication to the media and the public 

 
 

5. MEETINGS 
 

5.1. Regular meetings will be from September and continuing through to June. 
5.2. Members will be assigned a meeting date and shall be responsible for the meeting, 

including a speaker/programme, venue and meal arrangements. 
5.3. Throughout the year there are a number of mixed meetings with the Gyros’ partners: 

such as Valentines, Christmas, Meeting the Lady of the Lake candidate, the summer 
party and the Guess Who is Coming for Dinner social events. 

5.4. From time to time the Club may elect to hold special meetings, such as mystery, travel, 
and mixed meetings. 

5.5. The Founders Meeting will be held annually at the discretion of the Executive in the 
Spring or Fall 

5.6. The Annual General Meeting shall be held within six months of the fiscal year end. 
5.7. Regular dinner meetings shall be held at 6:15 p.m. on the second and fourth Tuesday of 

the month, unless an extension to the time has been made at the discretion of the 
Board of Directors. 

5.8. The Board of Directors may call an extraordinary meeting at their discretion and shall 
do so without delay at the written request of 10% or more of the voting Members of 
the Club. 

5.9. For all Extra Ordinary General Meetings, not less than 14 days’ written notice of the 
meeting shall be given to all active Members entitled to receive notice of a General 
Meeting, but Members may waive or reduce the period of notice for a particular 
meeting by unanimous consent. 

5.10. In no event shall less than five of the Active Members present in good standing 
constitute a quorum at any Club meeting. 
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5.11. Voting shall be by Members entitled to do so, who are present at the meeting 
and who vote in person. 

5.12. In all questions of procedure, Roberts’ Rules of Order shall govern. 
 
 

6. FISCAL YEAR END 
 

6.1. Unless otherwise ordered by the Board of Directors, the fiscal year end of the Club shall 
terminate on the 31st day of December in each year. 

 
 

7. FINANCES 
 

7.1. Membership dues for all Members shall be set annually by the Board of Directors. 
7.2. The Annual Dues for Active Members, Associate Members and Transfer Members shall 

be set annually by the Board of Directors. 
7.3. The Treasurer shall cause proper books and records to be kept and shall prepare the 

annual financial statements, which shall be audited and certified by the Auditor. 
7.4. An Auditor shall be appointed at the Annual General Meeting. 
7.5. Any two of the President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer or Past President shall 

sign all cheques and other documents necessary for the carrying on of the Club’s 
finances. 

7.6. A bank account or bank accounts shall be opened in the name of the Gyro Club of 
Kelowna. 

7.7. The Board of Directors shall place before each Annual General Meeting: 
7.7.1. The Financial statement for the previous fiscal year. 
7.7.2. The report of the Auditor. 
7.7.3. The report of the Board of Directors to the Members. 

7.8. In order to carry out the purposes of the Club, Directors may, on behalf of and in the 
name of Club, raise or secure the payment or repayment of receivables in the manner 
they decide. 

7.9. The Members may, by special resolution, restrict the borrowing powers of the 
Directors. 

 
 

8. PENALTIES, EXPULSION AND REGULATIONS 
 

8.1. All Members are in good standing except a Member who has failed to pay his current 
annual membership dues, or any other subscription or debt due and owing by the 
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Member to the Club, and the Member is not in good standing so long as the debt 
remains unpaid. 

8.2. Any Member being three months in arrears in payment of dues shall be contacted by 
his sponsor and/or the Treasurer, who will report to the Board of Directors. If the 
member fails to submit his dues, unless there are extenuating circumstances, he may 
be suspended, but may be reinstated on payment of arrears of dues and application to 
the Board of Directors for reinstatement. 

8.3. Any Member being one year in arrears in payment of dues shall be given notice by the 
Treasurer of his pending loss of Membership. 

8.4. Any Member found guilty of conduct unbecoming of a gentleman or prejudicial to the 
welfare of the Club may be expelled from the membership upon a two-thirds vote of 
the Board of Directors, provided that any Member so charged shall first be given an 
opportunity to be heard. 

8.5. It is expected that Members will consider the Gyro meetings a priority and attend if at 
all possible to partake in the Gyro Friendship and Fellowship. Any Active Member who 
has been absent for three consecutive meetings without notification to any Member of 
the Board of Directors, or other Member, shall be contacted by his sponsor and or a 
Member of the Board of Directors, asking the Member’s intentions regarding Gyro. 
Members are encouraged to provide notification if they are unable to attend. 
 

8.6. Any Member desiring to withdraw from the Club may do so by tendering his resignation 
in writing to the Secretary. Any person ceasing to be a Member shall be liable for all 
unpaid dues, financial obligations and fines. 

 
 

9. COMMITTEES 
 

9.1. The Board of Directors shall appoint the Chairman and members of all necessary 
Committees except in the case of the Membership Committee, which shall consist of a 
Chairman appointed by the Board of Directors and two other Members appointed by 
the President. 

 
 

10. POLITICS 
 

10.1. The Club, as an organization, shall not participate in the candidacy of any person 
for public office, nor shall partisan questions as such be discussed or voted upon at any 
Club meetings. 
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11. AMMENDMENTS 
 

11.1. Any proposed amendment to the Constitution or Bylaws must be introduced at a 
Regular Meeting of the Club, presented in writing and shall then be laid on the table. 

11.2. The Secretary shall send to each Member a copy of such proposed amendment 
and notice of the date of the subsequent meeting of the membership of the Club at 
least 14 days thereafter, at which the amendment shall be re-read and voted upon. 

11.3. Amendments must be approved by a resolution passed by a majority of not less 
than 75% of the votes of those Members of the Club being present and being entitled 
to vote, in person, on the matter at the meeting of the membership. 

 
 

12. DISSOLUTION 
 

12.1. Upon the winding up or dissolution of the organization, the assets which remain 
after payments of all costs, charges and expenses which are properly incurred in the 
winding up shall be distributed as determined by the members upon a 
recommendation from the Executive. 

 


